
Photo–  Photograph of a steam tractor 
threshing equipment, Port Guichon ca. 
1910. Note the thresher uses conveyors 
rather than a blower for pulling straw. 
Photo courtesy Delta Museum & Archives.  
Photo No. 1980-52-98. 
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Prohibitionists Organize 

Reflecting ever-increasing prohibition sentiment in B.C., Richmond 
Municipal Hall was the scene of a large organizing meeting by the Peo-
ple’s Prohibition Association in “the big provincial electoral district of 
Richmond” in mid-October 1915 (at that time Richmond electoral district 
encompassed Point Grey municipality, which was the land west of Cam-
bie and south of 16th Avenue in Vancouver-current Vancouver bounda-
ries were not established until 1929). Chairing the meeting was early 
Richmond pioneer and former reeve (i.e. mayor) Thomas Kidd.  An or-
ganization plan was adopted that set up a central committee and divided 
the riding into eleven “sub-divisions,” each with its own sub-committee. 

A few days earlier in the month the Loyal Temperance Legion of Eb-
urne, under the auspices of the Women’s Christian Temperance Union, 
had organized a meeting “of about eighty boys and girls, between the 
ages of seven and fifteen,” at the Eburne Methodist Church.  Speakers 
“spoke of the evils arising from the use of alcohol and tobacco” and “the 
solemnity of a pledge.”  Sixty-four of the children pledged to not use 
“alcoholic liquors” before being served refreshments and sent on their 
way. 

Scare tactics abounded in the press.  One anonymous writer using the 
pen name “Albion” wrote to the Weekly Gazette, “When Alberta is dry 
and Washington State is also dry, will not a wet British Columbia be the 
refuge of a lot of undesirable citizens?” 

The drive for prohibition in B.C. continued for another year, culminat-
ing in a referendum held in conjunction with a provincial general election 
and a referendum on women’s suffrage on September 14, 1916. The re-
sults of the B.C. vote were 36,392 in favour of prohibition, 27,217 op-
posed.  However, B.C. soldiers overseas were allowed to vote also, with 
the polling overseas continuing until December 31st.  When these votes 
were included, the prohibitionists were behind by 822 votes.  Prohibi-
tionists claimed irregularities in the overseas vote, and a Royal Commis-
sion sent to London upheld the allegations.  When overseas ballots were 
examined on a one-by-one basis, over half were rejected, and the pro-
hibitionists finally had their victory.  A Prohibition Act was rushed 
through the B.C. Legislature, and on October 1, 1917, the province be-
came “dry.”  
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Dime Day in Delta 

During World War I, local citizens engaged in numerous activities in 
support of Canadian troops in Europe.  One such activity, dubbed “Dime 
Day,” was held on October 16, 1915 to help “our prisoners of war.”  The 
original appeal, made to all Women’s Canadian Clubs throughout the Do-
minion, was from HRH Duchess of Connaught.  Mrs. Ralph Smith, presi-
dent of the Vancouver WCC, wrote to Mrs. Lanning in Ladner to organize 
Delta.  Canvassing was carried out by the Girls’ Surgical Club, with the fol-
lowing results: 

 East Delta – Miss Sadie Kittson and Margaret Milne, $12.55. 
 Ladner – Mrs. H. Slater, $5.00; Miss Nellie Marks, $16.10. 
 Westham Island and Gulf Side – Miss Maggie Frew, $14.15; 

Grace Kirkland, $8.65. 
 Crescent Island – Miss Price, $7.30. 
 Slough Road – Miss Ethel Berry, $10.85. 
 Total, $74.60. 

The funds were entrusted to Mr. Grisdale, manager of the Royal Bank, 
who sent them on to Vancouver, from where they went to England 
through the Red Cross. 

HRH Duchess of Connaught was the wife of Arthur, the third son of 
Queen Victoria.  Known by his title Duke of Connaught, Arthur was Gover-
nor-General of Canada at the outbreak of World War I.  Both the Duke and 
Duchess were very active in support of the war cause. 

Mrs. Ralph Smith, who later became better-known on her own as Mary 
Ellen Smith, was an “activist” involved in the Suffrage League of Canada, 
WCC and the Women’s Forum, Imperial Order of the Daughters of the 
Empire, and the Canadian Red Cross.  After the death of her husband, who 
had been an MLA, in 1917, she was elected to replace him in the Legisla-
tive Assembly in 1918.  She became the first female MLA in B.C., and both 
the first female cabinet minister and female House Speaker in the British 
Empire.. 

Launch of the Light Ship 

The first light ship to be stationed at the Sandheads at the mouth of 
the Fraser River was launched on the afternoon of Wednesday, October 
18, 1865 at New Westminster.  Given the name “South Sandhead” by 
Harbor-Master James Cooper, it was to have been christened by Mrs. 
Denman, wife of Administrator of the Government Admiral Denman.  
However, bad weather prevented them and other dignitaries from arriv-
ing on schedule, and when “five o’clock arrived, the tide, which waits for 
nobody, rose and the ship glided smoothly into the Fraser.”  It was in-
tended to have the ship moored at the Sandheads within two days, but 
unforeseen circumstances delayed it for about a month.  The channel 
into the river from the Sandheads was already marked by buoys at this 
time.  


