Photo—This three-car unit is the typical
configuration of BCER trains that provided
passenger service throughout the lower
Fraser Valley from 1910 to 1950. Photo
from http://members.shaw.ca/
jack_brown/bcerstations.html.

Electric Rail Line opens
Municipal and provincial politicians, along with many local businessmen, enjoyed a day at the expense of the B.C. Electric Railway Co. on
October 3, 1910. The occasion was the completion of the 63-mile electric rail line from New Westminster to Chilliwack. By the time a special
train left New Westminster at 10am, 250 guests from the western Lower
Mainland municipalities were aboard. As the train progressed through
the Fraser Valley, numerous stops were made, “and many additions
were made to the number of guests, as through each municipality along
the way the Reeves and Councilors were picked up, each and all desirous
of showing their appreciation of the coming of Electric Railway transportation to their district.”
The local band and residents in holiday garb greeted the train as it
came to Chilliwack. In a brief ceremony Premier Richard McBride drove
the last spike. Then it was on to Chilliwack’s parish hall where luncheon
was served, followed by a round of toasts. During the celebrating, F.R.
Glover of the BCER outlined how the BCER Co. had committed to the rail
line with no conditions attached at a meeting in New Westminster in
June 1906. The line had been built “without government or municipal
assistance, and practically without aid of any kind from outside sources.”
The initial schedule was very brief. A milk train was scheduled to
leave Chilliwack for New Westminster at 7am each morning, with no passengers. At 8am, passenger trains were to leave from both Chilliwack
and New Westminster, taking three hours to complete their trips. These
trains would then make the return trip beginning at 5pm. A local milk
train was scheduled each day between Jardine station, one mile east of
Milner, and New Westminster. Proposed fares from New Westminster
to Chilliwack were $1.35 one-way and $2 return; to Cloverdale, 40¢ single and 70¢ return. The BCER carried passenger traffic until 1950.
Stations through Surrey included Liverpool, South Westminster,
Hjorth Road (104 Ave), Scott Road (about 99 Ave), Kennedy (88 Ave),
Craigs, Hunt Road (80 Ave), Kings Station (132 St), Newton, Burkhart (68
Ave), Sullivan, McLellan, Meridian, Cloverdale, Hall’s Prairie, Anderson.
BCER became a division of the B.C. Electric Co., which was expropriated by the B.C. government in 1961 to form B.C. Hydro. The rail division
of B.C. Hydro was sold in 1988 and renamed Southern Railway of British
Columbia. Apparently B.C. Hydro still retains the right to operate passenger service on the old BCER line.
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Klan in Vancouver
On October 30, 1925, the editor of the Point Grey Gazette received a
letter informing him that, “being the Fearful Day of the Weird Week, of the
Dreadful Month, of the Year of the Klan One, Kanadian Knights of the Ku
Klux Klan,” there would be an “informal reception” of all “Genii, Dragons,
Hydras, Great Titans and Furies, Giants, Exalted Cyclops and Terrors” that
evening “under the kindly light of the Fiery Cross which will illumine the
Klavern” at a residence in Shaughnessy Heights. The letter invited the editor, or his delegate, to attend with the letter. Upon presentation, he
would be “conducted to the Aulik of the Imperial Klazik,” who would be
glad to “give details as to the objects, ideals and purposes of the Kanadian
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan.”
Upon attending, the editor first observed “the Fiery Cross, which was
erected near the flagpole from which the Union Jack was flying. On a table, flag-draped and located at the foot of the cross rested a drawn sword
and an open Bible.” The doors were guarded, and visible through the windows were “the hooded figures of two Klansmen.”
About fifty men and ten women from Vancouver attended. After registering, attendees “listened to lectures delivered on the aims and ideals of
the organization by Major Powell, of Portland, and Dr. Keith K. Allen, of Los
Angeles.” The organization was “strongly anti-Oriental,” and opposed to
drug traffickers. Membership qualifications included being “of the white
race, Gentile, a Protestant, good morals, reputations and vocations respectable, exemplary habits, sound minds, and an age limit of 18 years.”
The organization described itself as “an Inspiration of Chivalry, Humanity,
Justice and Patriotism, embodying in its genius and principles all that is
chivalrous in conduct, noble in sentiment, generous in manhood and patriotic in purpose.”
Several cars from Bellingham arrived during the evening with American
Klansmen, who “gave the American salute to the flag, and then the Fascist,
or old Roman salute, with extended arm, to the Klazik,” before donning
robes and hoods.
There were rumours of meetings to protest the presence of the Klan in
Shaughnessy. When consulted, Point Grey Police Chief (Shaughnessy was
not part of Vancouver at this time) stated that “he would not interfere
without specific instructions from civic authorities.”

Big Party at Chewassen
Chewassen was a lively place during the last week of October 1870, as
an estimated 3,000 natives gathered for a potlatch. What worried colonial
authorities was the presence of “a schooner of about 30 tons” from
neighbouring Washington Territory that was anchored offshore and selling
whiskey. There were fears “a disturbance might ensue,” and the magistrate at New Westminster “was applied to; but further enquiries showed
that the fears were exaggerated.” However, Magistrate Bushby did dispatch officers, who returned reporting that one person had been mortally
wounded. The editor of the New Westminster Mainland Guardian expressed dismay that, given “the unpleasant experience of the United
States,” that country did not arrest the offending ship, and went on to declare that such behaviour should be declared “piratical.”
Usually held during winter months, the potlatch is a festival ceremony of
Pacific Northwest indigeneous peoples wherein a family or hereditary chief
hosts guests at a feast. Other events, which vary from culture to culture,
can include singing and dancing, bartering, and elaborate sacred ceremonies. But the main role of the potlatch is the redistribution of wealth.
Status “is raised not by who has the most resources, but by who distributes
the most resources.”
Potlatching was viewed by missionaries and government agents in the
19th C. as “contrary to ‘civilized’values,” and was banned in Canada beginning in 1885. Despite the threat of jail, potlatches continued until into the
early 20th C. The ban was repealed in 1951.

CPR Completed
ahead of Schedule
The November 7, 1885 issue of the Mainland
Guardian newspaper of New Westminster announced that the last spike of the CPR would be
driven at 2pm that afternoon by company general
manager and vice-president William Van Horne. But city residents barely
had time to read the announcement over a morning cup of coffee when
Donald Smith, a financier in the company, drove the last spike at 9:22am.
This week marks the 125th anniversary of the completion of the rail line

