Photo-A decorated wagon carries 1916
Delta May Queen Mary Ellen Clark in the
May Day Parade. Photo courtesy Delta
Museum & Archives. Photo No. 1983-25538.

Delta welcomes Student Flyers
Ad space for rent

Do You Have Type 2 Diabetes?
The University of Victoria, Ladner Office, is
conducting a study to evaluate effectiveness
of self-management programs with persons
experiencing Type 2 Diabetes. If you would
like to receive the program and participate in
the study please call: Natalie Gauthier at 604
940-9496 or by email: n.gauthier@eastlink.ca.
Remuneration provided.

A “bevy of attractive hostesses” was on hand on June 2,
1941 to welcome the boys in the “King’s uniform” at the first
party at the Dugout. Located in the former King George V High
School building, which had been empty since 1938, the Dugout
was the product of several months work by local residents to
provide a recreation center for the students and staff of the
Boundary Bay Flying Training School located at what is now
Boundary Bay Airport.
An organizing meeting, where an operating committee had
been formed, had been held in mid-March. At a second meeting shortly afterwards, the name for the center was announced, and an appeal was made for donations of furniture
and other items. At this time it was announced that Mrs. M.H.
Whalen had offered to put on a special evening of skating at
her roller rink on the American side of Boundary Bay to raise
funds for the project. In an article in The Optimist in early April
a more detailed list of items required was given. At the head
of the list was a hot water tank, followed by “dishes, tables,
chairs, ping-pong tables and games, books and magazines, a
radio.” During April and May the building was “completely
renovated” by voluntary labour.
A crowd of about 400 “interested citizens and their friends”
attended the official opening ceremonies at 3pm on the afternoon of June 2. Later that evening the center opened with
free dancing and refreshments. During the evening all the
boys from the school were introduced. There were special
ovations for two local air gunners, Sergeant Fred Bemi and Sergeant Scott Piper. Many of the students spent their time chatting with companions and hostesses in the games room; others spent their time dancing in the ballroom to music performed by the Rhythm Kings. Special note was made of the
excellent condition of the dance floor, which had been sanded
and refinished by Emil Laurent. Just after 11 o’clock supper
was served, and then the dance floor filled again before the
evening concluded with the singing of the National Anthem at
midnight.

Victoria Day 1891
Beacon Hill Park in Victoria was “black with humanity” by
9:30 on the morning of May 23, 1891 as an estimated 8,000 to
10,000 people converged for what was the first of two days of
sporting events and festivities. A tradition of sports competitions to celebrate the Queen’s Birthday had developed early in
the history of the province’s capital. By 1891, the celebrations
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drew people from New Westminster, Bellingham, Seattle, Port
Townsend, and, by an ever increasing number, Vancouver.
Saturday activities included cricket, baseball, track and lacrosse; Monday’s events included cycling, swimming and boat
competitions, plus a Greasy Pole event. There were also celebrations each evening.
The cricket match between New Westminster and Victoria,
described as a “good exhibition of the game” with scores remarkably even, was an all day affair, and even then had not
finished “with two innings to the side when time was called.”
In a second match, a Navy team defeated Victoria’s second
eleven “by 58 to 62 in one inning.” On the baseball diamond,
Victoria’s Amities fell 11 to 6 to the Colts of Port Townsend in
the first game; a somewhat commonplace Vancouver team
lost 13 to 2 to the Victoria Nationals in the second game. A
series of foot races, including both amateur and professional
events in the 100-yard dash, quarter mile, mile and hurdles
preceded the lacrosse matches. Vancouver finally had the opportunity to rack up some wins when their lacrosse teams took
the field against the hosts. The first match, between the senior teams, was a close game, with Vancouver winning 2-1; in
the later match, between the seconds from each city, the visitors won 4-0.
Monday’s events got underway at 9:30 with an exhibition
of gymnastics by the James Bay Athletic Association. This was
followed by bicycle races, which were dominated by Vancouverite J. Laurenson, who won all events he entered. Laurenson
actually won the two mile race twice. The programmes
printed up for the day placed the hill climbing contest before
the two-mile event. The two-mile was held first, and a Victoria
competitor who showed up just as it ended, complained of
being denied the opportunity to compete because of the
change. He demanded to be allowed to race against
Laurenson alone. The referee decided the two should race
sometime during the day. Laurenson offered to race at once,
and again won easily.
The Gorge was described as “gay and animated” as spectators lined the banks and small craft covered the water for the
regatta in the afternoon.
There were races for the
“bluejackets” from the two naval ships, the Nymphe and the
Pheasant, stationed at Esquimalt, followed by two races between four eleven-paddle Indian canoes that included an entry
from Seattle. Other events included single scull, four-oared
outrigger, and a series of four-oared events for open, under
18, and under 16 boys. The Greasy Pole event attracted lots of
attention and provided lots of laughs, with a native from Duncan grabbing the prize.
On Monday evening, Beacon Hill displayed an enchanting
appearance as it was decorated with Chinese lanterns. Closing
festivities got underway with a parade of decorated bicycles,
followed by “an elaborate display of fireworks.” The steamers
in the harbour waited until 11:30 to take the visitors home.
While many Vancouverites spent the weekend in Victoria,
on Monday morning a boatload boarded the steamer Cutch in
Vancouver bound for Nanaimo. The excursion had been organized by the city band, and included a team from the fire
brigade. The program included aquatic and sports events, but
of particular interest to the Vancouver contingent were two
hose reel contests between the fire brigades. The first, known
as the speed contest or dry test, required running 200 yards
and then laying 200 feet of hose. Second was the wet test,
running 125 yards to a hydrant, laying 200 feet of hose, attaching a nozzle and throwing a stream of water. Despite little
practice, the Vancouver team was victorious in both contests,
but won the latter primarily because the Nanaimo team
turned on the water before the nozzle was attached.
At the time, the city of Vancouver was but five years old.
However, a tradition was already being established. In less
than six weeks, many residents from the host cities would
travel to Vancouver for similar festivities on Dominion Day.

Mark Your Calendar
Old ads from British Colonist June 11, 1891

May 27-29– Ladner May Days. Held in Memorial Park in historic Ladner Village. Midway, Craft Fair, Antique Market,
Tournaments and Parade. For more info www.ladnermaydays
.com/index.html.
May 28-Grand Opening-Ladner Skate Park. Ribbon cutting,
jam session with prizes, and BBQ. Noon-2pm at corner of Clarence Taylor Crescent.
May 28-Grand Opening-Sport Development Centre. Ribbon
cutting, plaque unveiling and demonstrations by member of
the Delta Gymnastics Society. From 2pm-4pm at corner of
Clarence Taylor Crescent.
May 29-SOS Children’s Village Run, Walk & Family Festival. 5
-10K run, 1K walk and family festival. at Richmond’s Olympic
event listings continued in column to right

Oval Plaza. Registration 8:30 am. Family Festival 10am-2pm.
Pre-registration at
www.sosbcrun.ca.
May 29-Capilano Flute Choir. Starts at 4pm
at Trinity Lutheran Community Church, 1800
APA Rd, Pt. Roberts, WA. Admission by donation.
June 4-7-Summer of Sails. Four tall ships will
sail into Garry Point in Steveston. Open for
public viewing June 4-5.
June 5-Annual Salmon Barbeque. Tsawwassen Shrine Club’s 42nd Annual Salmon Barbeque at Ladner Harbour Park from noon5:30pm. Adults $10, children (12 & under) $5.
Tickets onsite or phone 604-943-3548.
June 5-Soloist Margaret Behenna, Soprano.
Piano accompaniment by Susan Edwards.
7pm at Trinity Lutheran Church, 1800 APA Rd,
Point Roberts, WA. Admission by donation.
June 8-Delta Hospital Auxiliary Collectible
Sale. Delta Hospital Auxiliary Thrift Shop,
4816 Delta, Street, 10am-3pm.
June 12-Ladner Village Market. Three-block
long open-air market runs rain or shine with
over 140 vendors in historic Ladner Village
from 10am-4pm.
To advertise a non-profit community event,
email details to wayne@village chronicler.ca.
Events also listed online at http://village
chronicler.ca/events/communityevents.html
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