Photo-The Delta Hotel in Ladner with a
visiting band posed on the boardwalk in
front. Shows the original hotel building
built in 1886 and an added wing. The
band arrived to play at the King’s Birthday
Races circa 1912-13. Photo courtesy
Delta Museum & Archives. Photo No.
1970-1-257.
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Professor Hallam &
the Wife of Bath
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In February of 1887 an Englishman by the name of Josiah
Bath and his wife Amy arrived in Halifax aboard the Peruvian
with CPR tickets to travel through to Winnipeg. Perhaps Winnipeg in February wasn’t much to their liking, for they soon
arrived in Delta, where they bought a farm in the Crescent Island area. This area too must not have been to their liking, for
about nine months later they moved into what was one of the
most elegant houses in Ladner’s Landing at the time, located
on the southeast corner of Slough Road (Arthur Drive) and
Trunk Road, where KFC has been located in recent years. Little
is known about the couple except that Amy presented her husband with a son during the summer of 1890.
Some time during the late 1880s another Englishman by the
name of George Hallam moved to Ladner’s Landing. Although
his occupation was variously given as carpenter or joiner in the
records of the day, one of Hallam’s main loves was music. He
soon became known as the piano teacher, and acquired the
moniker “Professor.” Hallam was quite involved in the social
scene in the village. In October of 1890 he hosted a meeting
to organize a shooting match by the Delta Gun Club and an
ensuing banquet and dance. Just before Christmas he directed
a concert, and at a “fancy dress and masquerade ball” in early
January appeared as an Italian count. In mid-February 1891 he
gave an instrumental solo at a meeting of the Mutual Improvement Society, and on March 31 he assisted the Vancouver Orchestra at the annual Closing Ball of the Delta Quadrille Club.
Then came the news that the Professor intended to sell his
piano – cheap!
Word was that “the professor took it into his head to go
back to England and spend a few months with friends in the
dear old land.” Although he had normally maintained his residence at the Hicks Hotel – a dry hotel – over the years, by May
1891 he was boarding at the Bath residence and “giving music
lessons, etc., to his ... hostess.” It was an early June morning
when he “bade farewell to his hospitable host” and headed for
the steam-boat landing “to take the boat to Victoria. Now it so
happened that the amiable and accomplished hostess resolved
on going to New Westminster the same day, but somehow by
mistake or otherwise got on the wrong boat and went to Victoria instead.”
The news soon reached the incredulous Josiah, who rushed
off to New Westminster, only to find it was true – his wife was
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not in the Royal City. Not about to waste the trip, Josiah went
to the court house in New Westminster to seek a warrant for
the arrest of the pair. Magistrate Pittendrigh was not obliging,
advising him that “he had no recourse at law, as they had not
stolen anything but his honor, which was not a chattel in the
eyes of the law.”
Hallam and Amy lived together for several years in Victoria
but never married, and had a daughter in 1894. Hallam stayed
involved in the music scene, his occupation in the 1898 Voters
List being given as Music Director. In 1907, Amy married a
John Cathcart. Josiah remained in Ladner until about the turn
of the century, when he moved to New Westminster. There is
no record that he ever remarried. He died in Vancouver in
1937.

Vancouver Incinerated
“Fire! Fire!! Fire!!!” cried fifty people “in terror.” It was 10
past 2 o’clock on Sunday, June 13, 1886. People ran into the
streets where “they saw a sound and heard a sight never to be
forgotten.” Twenty minutes later Vancouver was a smouldering ruin.
From the west they heard “that approaching torrent of fire,
and then they saw it rise like a long wall high above the tall
trees of the forest; and then it bounded down like a wild beast
on the ... city.” A church disappeared in “half a second.” The
air seemed “impregnated with gas.” Chickens feeding on
grasshoppers in the street “were roasted alive.” And several
people “shared their fate.”
Vancouver was quite small at the time, stretching east to
west from present-day Main Street to about Cambie, and
south from Burrard Inlet three blocks to Hastings. To the west
to about Burrard and south to False Creek was the CPR townsite. At the time it was described as a “dense mass of fallen
trees,” and to the immediate west of the settled area “clearing
fires” had been set.
At 7 o’clock in the morning the city was described as being
“enveloped in smoke.” By 1pm the smoke “hung over the city
like a funeral pall.” Many feared a fire was imminent, and
some were out with buckets before the first flames appeared.
But “when it came no one was prepared to go.” Then in the
early afternoon a “fierce wind” came up from the west, and by
three o’clock only two of the 400 houses in the city were left
standing.
Many fled to the False Creek bridge (now Main Street-the
waters of False Creek extended east past Main Street at the
time). Others “went out to sea on logs,” where several were
reported to have drowned. Hundreds more, disoriented in the
blinding smoke, disappeared into the east end forest. Fortunately, the fire did not follow them.
A refugees bivouac was set up at the south end of False
Creek bridge, and a makeshift morgue at the north end. Nine
fatalities were initially reported, but there appears to have
been significant confusion about fatalities, and the actual number may have been closer to twenty. Six or seven badly
burned victims were taken to Royal Columbian Hospital in New
Westminster, where at least one died.
By Sunday evening, the Knights of Labor in New Westminster had a wagon loaded with blankets and provisions on the
way to False Creek. Eighty tons was shipped from Victoria, and
relief funds were raised from as far away as Toronto. The residents of Ladner’s Landing contributed $150.
And as quickly as it passed, Vancouverites began to rebuild.
Three days after the fire the Victoria Colonist reported the CPR
hotel was nearly rebuilt.

Mark Your Calendar

Old ads from British Colonist 1891

June 11-Car Boot Sale. From 8:30am-1pm in the parking lot at
Centennial Beach, located off Boundary Bay Rd in Boundary
Bay Regional Park. Vendors $10, no reservations required.
June 11-Beach Grove Elementary Spring Fair. From 11am3pm at 5955-17A Ave. Come out and join the fun as we help
the Beach Grove PAC fundraise for playground equipment and
technology.
June 11-12-Ladner Bandfest. Enjoy 20 bands in the park.
Free family entertainment! 11am-6pm each day at Memorial
Park.
June 12-Ladner Village Market. Three-block long open-air
market runs rain or shine with over 140 vendors in historic
Ladner Village from 10am-4pm.
June 18-The Gospel Boys. Starts at 7:30pm. Trinity Chamber
Series, at Trinity Lutheran Community Church, 1800 APA Rd,
Point Roberts, WA. Admission by donation.
June 25-Car Boot Sale. From 8:30am-1pm in the parking lot at
Centennial Beach, located off Boundary Bay Rd in Boundary
Bay Regional Park. Vendors $10, no reservations required.
event listings continued in column to right

June 26-Delta Community Animal Expo.
From 10am-4pm in Memorial Park in Ladner.
This fun FREE event is for the whole family,
including the furry ones. Complete info available at www.deltacommunityanimalshelter.ca
June 26-Bullhead Derby. Hosted by Golden
Rods & Reels Society at Garry Point Park in
Steveston. Registration at 9am, derby runs
from 10am till noon.
June 26-Ladner Village Market. Three-block
long open-air market runs rain or shine with
over 140 vendors in historic Ladner Village
from 10am-4pm.
July 8-10-11th Annual Tour de Delta. More
details at tourdedelta.ehosting.ca/
To advertise a non-profit community event,
email details to wayne@village chronicler.ca.
Events also listed online at http://village
chronicler.ca/events/communityevents.html
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