Photo-Indian women washing fish during
canning preparation at an Annieville cannery circa 1905.
Photo courtesy Delta
Museum & Archives. Photo No. 1970-52174.

Boys Brigade Attacked
Ad space for rent

Quick response to a bugle call to arms allowed the Eburne
Boys Brigade to fend off an attack at their Boundary Bay camp
with relatively minor casualties during the summer of 1911.
The incursion, by a group of “young ladies,” occurred about
midnight on the final night of their stay. The boys succeeded
in capturing four members of the attacking party, who were
held in the guard tent. However, the ladies succeeded in capturing a member of the boys company, and he was held in the
boat house, which had been “commandeered as a temporary
jail by the attacking party.” Shortly afterwards an exchange of
prisoners was effected, and peace again descended on the
camp.
For a week the boys had been subjected to military-style
discipline. Reveille was at 6:30, breakfast at 7:30, dinner at
noon and supper at 5:30. Lights were out at 9pm. Days were
taken up with foot drill, musketry and signalling. At night
guards were on duty, with the boys rotating one and a half
hour shifts. On the second to last afernoon in camp, friends,
family and guardians of the boys travelled out to the camp for
a sports program. Events included the usual athletic events
such as sprints, high jump and broad jump, and others more
popular with younger participants, such as the three-legged
race, the egg and spoon race, and the wheelbarrow race.
Hours after the raid on their camp, the boys arose and
broke camp. That afternoon they marched down the main
street of Ladner “to the rhythmical tapping of the kettle drum”
with “a precision and snap that did credit alike to them and
their instructors.” After a short drill at the ferry wharf at the
north end of Delta Street the boys were dismissed. Half an
hour later they boarded the New Delta for the trip to their
homes on the north shores of the Fraser.

Bizarre Climax
to Fishing Hostilities
As the Fraser River salmon fishery developed during the
late 19C and early 20C, three groups of fishermen, divided
along ethnic lines, emerged – Caucasian, Japanese and Native.
When the strike of 1901 (see Issue 35) was declared, it was the
Caucasians who withdrew their services. From the outset the
Natives stayed out also. However, the Japanese response to
the strike was mixed, with many feeling pressured by the canneries to fish. The Caucasians sent out patrol boats on the
river, which resulted in hostilities that were both unpleasant
and surprising.
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Most Japanese operated out of Steveston. It was here the
first confrontations occurred. When fishing opened on the
evening of Sunday, July 7, a Japanese boat set out from the
Gulf of Georgia Cannery. The crew of a patrol boat persuaded the fishermen to return to shore. After a meeting
the next day at noon, about 200 Japanese boats set out from
Steveston at four o’clock. They were accompanied by twenty
-five of their own patrol boats, each carrying eight to twelve
men. The strikers’ patrol boats approached, but “hesitated
coming into close contact.” The Japanese were believed to
be armed, with the whites complaining that the Japanese
“had bought up all the ammunition in Steveston.” Two days
later it was reported that the Japanese at Steveston were
able to fish “unmolested by any of the striking fishermen.”
The situation along the North Arm was different. On the
Sunday evening a Japanese fisherman suffered an arm injury
after clashing with patrollers over alleged cutting of nets.
The next morning several Japanese boats set out. Another
clash ensued, with five Japanese fishermen being injured by
oars and sticks. About this time the Provincial Police called in
36 special constables “in case of emergency.”
More bizarre incidents were to ensue. A Japanese fishing
off Point Grey was shot at when he did not pull in his net
quickly enough for the patroller’s liking. The bullet passed
through the boat and the fisherman’s trousers leg. A second
incident at Point Grey resulted in a Japanese fisherman being
gravely injured by a blow to the head with an axe when he
tried to stop a patroller from smashing his boat. And on July
12, a Japanese fisherman named M. Asiki filed an information in the Vancouver court alleging that on July 10 five Japanese fish boats were surrounded by twelve white patrol
boats at Point Grey. The fishermen were forced into a single
boat and ordered at gunpoint to row to Bowen Island, where
they were left without oars. They fashioned paddles from
trees, however, and “with great labor” made their way to
Vancouver. Named in the information were Frank Rogers, an
executive member of the fishermen’s union, and Joseph
Desplane, also a union member.
There was a second incident on July 10 with an unusual
twist. Two Japanese set out from the Vancouver Cannery in
the North Arm for the Point Grey area in the early evening.
About two hours out they were hailed by a patrol boat of
strikers, who ordered them to pull down the sail. Two of the
men in the patrol boat jumped into the fish boat with drawn
revolvers, while the four men remaining in the patrol boat
covered them with rifles. Unbeknown to the strikers, two
Provincial Police officers lay in the bottom of the fish boat
covered in blankets. When one of the strikers stepped on
the face of Officer Campbell he yelled in pain and jumped up,
Officer Johnstone doing likewise. The officers “levelled their
revolvers at the astonished strikers,” who immediately
dropped their weapons. Taken prisoner, the strikers were
towed in their own boat to English Bay, arriving about 2am.
On July 19 the strikers approved an offer almost identical
to what the canners had offered a month earlier.

“Big Ranch” Buildings
100 Years Old
The house and farm buildings on what was described as
“Dominick Burns & Co.’s immense ranch” were completed
100 years ago this summer; they had been built by James
Leonard of Port Guichon over a period of two and a half
years. The hay barn was described as “one of the largest in
the west,” measuring 100x160 feet and 40 feet in height.
The horse stable, measuring 50x90 feet, was fitted “with
every convenience,” including electric light. The house was
three stories plus a basement, and described as “modern all
through embracing all the comforts and conveniences of a
city home.”
The ranch embraced what was described as “9000 acres
of the finest land in the province.” In 1911, 800 acres of this
land was reported to be in hay and grain. About a thousand
head of cattle were being summered, up from 150 the year
before. The operation was also expanding into sheep, with
3300 being imported from Washington in early July, and another 5000 from Montana later in the month. Approximately
thirty employees, under the direction of John Inkster, kept
the enterprise going day to day, with extra help hired during
harvest periods
Located northeast of the intersection of Ladner Trunk
Road and 72nd Street, the buildings are still standing, although not exactly in pristine condition. About 1,000 acres
of the ranch is now the site of the Vancouver City Landfill,
while most of the remainder comprises Burns Bog.

Mark Your Calendar
July 29 to Aug 1-Tsawwassen Sun Festival.
There's fun for the whole family including a
parade, children's midway, antique fair, marketplace, slow pitch tournament, BMX air
show, bingo, main stage entertainment, fireworks, food vendors, and much more.
Aug 3-Wonderful, Woolly Weaving. Ever
wonder how wool gets from sheep to
sweater? Come discover the answer while
trying your hand at carding and spinning wool.
For children 7 - 12 years. $5/child per session
supplies and admission included. At the Delta
Museum Annex Building, 4918 Delta Street,
Ladner from 10am-12pm. Phone 604-9469322 to pre-register.
Aug 6-Dog House Concert in the Park. Celtic
folk music with the addition of country, rock &
jazz. 7pm at Diefenbaker Park, 5579 1 Avenue, Tsawwassen. Cancelled if inclement
weather. Bring your own blanket or lawn
chair. Precedes Outdoor Movie Night.
Aug 6-”Toy Story” Outdoor Movie in the
Park. Presented by Tsawwassen Springs at
Diefenbaker Park. Food and activities begin at
6:30 p.m. Movie at dusk. Bring your own
lawn chairs, blankets, warm clothing and
flashlights. In case of extreme weather conditions the events will be rescheduled.
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