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First Salmon Processing Consolidation 

The first consolidation in the B.C. salmon processing industry was an-
nounced in early May 1891.  The Anglo-British Columbia Packing Com-
pany, with £200,000 of Scottish capital, announced the purchase of nine 
B.C. canneries, including seven on the Fraser.  Author of the deal was 
Henry Ogle Bell-Irving, who had come to B.C. in 1882 as a surveyor-
engineer with the CPR.  In 1885 Bell-Irving moved to Granville 
(Vancouver) and established the high-profile merchant firm of Bell-Irving 
& Paterson, that became involved in importing goods ranging from beer 
to water pipe.  Bell-Irving perceived great potential in the fledgling B.C. 
salmon processing industry, and persuaded family and friends in Scot-
land to invest in his venture. 

Two of the nine canneries were bought outright, while with the re-
mainder the sellers retained a one-third interest and payment was a 
combination of shares and cash.  Purchased were Phoenix Cannery, Dun-
can a & Batchelor, Garry Point Canning Company, Bell-Irving & Paterson 
(formerly C.G. Hobson & Company), Canoe Pass Canning Company, B.A. 
Packing Company, E.A. Wadhams, and B.C. Canning Co. on the Fraser, 
and Northern Pacific Canning Company and Ben Young on the Skeena.  
Included in the purchases was “buildings, land, plants and boats with the 
exception of steamers and tugs.” 

At the outset, ABC Packing became “the world’s No. 1 producer of 
sockeye salmon,” and was “producing about one-quarter of all the prov-
ince’s canned salmon.”  Bell-Irving & Paterson acted as managers and 
agents for the cannery operations, with the consequence that “a large 
proportion of the money spent for supplies, labor, etc., [found] its way 
into the hands of the Vancouver merchants.”  At the time of his death in 
1931, Bell-Irving’s net estate was valued at $339,000, “placing it six-
teenth among the top fifty Vancouver fortunes of the period.”  

Are your ready for Fifth Grade? 
1.  Which B.C. town was first known as Cayoosh Flats? a) Lytton, b) Clin-
ton, c) Lillooet, d) Spences Bridge, e) Kamloops. 
2.  The Japanese exclusion zone along Canada’s west coast during World 
War II was: a) 200 miles; b)250 miles; c) all of British Columbia; d) 100 
miles? 
3.  What activity was Ft. Rupert, B.C. best known for? a) Whale hunting; 
b) fur trading; c) coal mining; d) entertaining voyageurs en route to Up-
per Canada  
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Empress of India  

arrives in Vancouver 

Thousands lined the shores of Burrard Inlet on the afternoon of Tues-
day, April 28, 1891 to watch the RMS Empress of India sail into Vancou-
ver harbour for the first time.  Built in Barrow, England, she had left Liv-
erpool on 8 February 1891, sailing through Suez to Hong Kong and ports 
in Japan before reaching Vancouver.  The prefix “RMS” in her name 
stood for “Royal Mail Ship,” indicating she was contracted by Britain’s 
Royal Mail.  For the next 24 years she would cross the Pacific on a route 
that would include Hong Kong, Shanghai, Nagasaki, Kobe, Yokohama and 
Vancouver. 

The Empress’ arrival in Vancouver had been anticipated for several 
weeks.  It was considered such a significant event that at a meeting 
chaired by Mayor Oppenheimer in the Board of Trade room two weeks 
prior, there had been discussion of a public holiday.  The CPR also made 
arrangements for a special fast train to leave Vancouver shortly after the 
Empress arrived, with the objective of reaching New York in time for pas-
sengers and mail to catch the Cunard liners leaving for London and Liver-
pool on Saturday 

The pomp and ceremony of the day had begun that morning in Victo-
ria, where at 7am the city was awakened from its slumber by the whistle 
of the Empress, followed by “the shrill clarion of the siren.”  After a brief 
ceremony welcoming the ship and its crew, the Empress weighed anchor 
and steamed away at 9:45am.  At 2:50pm the steamer entered Burrard 
Inlet.  Capt. Urquhart, the pilot, “brought her in like a bird,” and ten min-
utes later she “was tied up to the wharf.”  The band played and a great 
crowd on shore cheered.  The passengers gave three cheers for Capt. 
Marshall.  On board were 120 first class passengers, and 349 Chinese in 
steerage class.  Besides mail, the cargo was principally rice and general 
merchandise, but did include “900 bales of silk for New York and 70 
cases of opium for Victoria and New Westminster.  The “steamship spe-
cial” train left Vancouver at 6pm. 

During the afternoon Indian canoe races were held for the entertain-
ment of passengers and city-folk alike.  The biggest event of the day, that 
of the big canoes with twelve paddles, came off first, and “was rowed 
with vim from beginning to end.”  Winning was Julien’s crew, with Billy 
William’s second.  Other races included six paddles, five paddles, four 
paddles, and singles in both canoe and outrigger.  

Mark Your Calendar 

April 30-Help Japan Garage Sale Fundraiser.  Greenhills Fellowship of Christ is holding a 
fundraiser garage sale from 10am-1pm at Steveston Community Centre. 
May 1-MS Walk.  Garry Point Park.  Check-in 8am-9:45am, start 10am.  Register now to 
end MS.  mswalks.ca, 604-602-3221 or 1.800.268.7582. 
May 7-Richmond Delta Regional Heritage Fair.  Free at Richmond Cultural Centre. Learn 
about Canadian heroes and legends, milestones and achievements, and family histories 
through this regional showcase of project displays. Family activities and entertainment 
are scheduled throughout the day. Info: 604-247-8334 
May 7-8-Doors Open Richmond 2011.  Over 40 venues.  Most scheduled between 10am 
and 4pm.  A complete listing of participating sites can be found at www.richmond.ca/
doorsopen. 
May 22-Steveston Farmers & Artisans Market.  Corner of Third Avenue and Moncton  
Street, Steveston Farmers & Artisans Market goes rain or shine 10am-4pm. 
May 28-Smashin’ Fashion Show.  Fashion show, luncheon and silent auction at Lord 
Bing Gym, 3711 Georgia St at No.1 Rd, Steveston from 12:30-2:30pm.  Tickets $15.  Call 
604-277-3331.  Proceeds to Steveston Christian Church. 
May 29-SOS Children’s Village Run, Walk & Family Festival.  5-10K run, 1K walk and 
family festival. at Richmond’s Olympic Oval Plaza.  Registration 8:30 am.  Family Festival 
10am-2pm.  Pre-registration at www.sosbcrun.ca. 
The Cutting Edge-A History of Technology and Richmond—At the Richmond Museum, 
7700 Minoru Blvd until June 23, 2011.  A story of evolving technologies and their impact 
on our everyday lives as consumers. 
To advertise a non-profit community event, email details to wayne@villagechronicler.ca.  
Events also listed online at http://villagechronicler.ca/events/communityevents.html 

Quiz Answers 
1.  c) Lillooet.  Once claimed to be the largest town west of Chicago, but 
many towns seemed to claim that distinction. 
2.  d) 100 miles.  But for every rule there is an exception.  Some Japanese 
stayed at McGillvray Falls on the west shore of Anderson Lake between 
Pemberton and Lillooet.  The men were employed in a logging operation 
nearby at Devine, which was within the quarantine area, but there was 
no road to the coast at the time. 
3.  c) coal mining.  Located near Pt. Hardy, the fort was the site of an 
early coal mining venture by the HBC. 


