Photo—Photograph of the construction of the
north arm bridge in 1889, looking north from
Sea Island, and showing the work crew. City
of Richmond Archives Photograph No. 1977 02
01.

Richmond celebrates Victoria Day
A Richmond tradition came to an end in 1911 when the Richmond
Celebration Association chose to move Victoria Day festivities from their
customary location in Steveston to Minoru Park. The day started at
10am with running races for the children and an exhibition by trapshooters of their skill. The afternoon featured track events followed by horse
races.
Vancouver Athletic Club members cleaned up in the track events. W.
Chandler won the featured five-mile race in 27:08. W. Dillabough placed
first in the 100-yard dash (11.6 seconds), high jump, long jump and shotput, with fellow VAC member F. McConnell placing second in all four
events. The mile was won by McDonald in 5:08.
The day finished with five horse races, three harness races and two
jockey races, that featured $700 in prize money. Frank Wilson won the
first race, a free-for-all with $200 prize money, in a time of 1:06. The
second race, with $150 in prizes and restricted to district horses, was
won by Flory in 1:14, while Nellie Wilks won the third race in 1:12. In the
two five-eighths of a mile saddle races, Julius C. was the winner of the
first in a time of 1:03, while Quail won the final race, for ponies.
The big celebration for school children had been held a day earlier,
when students from all the Richmond schools gathered at Bridgeport
Central School. Lunch was served at noon, and immediately afterwards
the twenty-five event sports program got underway before “an excited
crowd of spectators.” “There were races for the little tots, boys and
girls, races to suit every age, potato race, egg race, dressing race, thread
the needle, tug of war and other events.”
Little Ruth Wilson and Carl Grauer were popular winners in the thread
the needle race as they “won out over large competitors.” In the 100yard events, Dick Wagner won in both under and over 15 years. The girls
tug of war was another event that attracted much interest, with Mabel
Buckingham’s team beating out a team captained by Ida Reece.

Are you ready for Fifth Grade?
1. The coastal terminus of the Lillooet Cattle Trail, built between 1874
and 1877, was: a) Squamish; b) North Vancouver; c) New Westminster;
d) Horseshoe Bay?
2. How many B.C. premiers were Social Credit?
answers overleaf

Louis London’s team won the boys tug of war, defeating the team captained by Earl Lefurgey. The celebration ended promptly at four o’clock.
While the events at Minoru were underway, the Vancouver Hunt Club
was enjoying a five-race card at May’s Farm further east on Lulu Island.
The day began with the 2½ mile Foxchasers’ Steeplechase, followed by
the Hunters’ Flat Race, the Vancouver Hunt Cup and the Ladies Plate.
The final event of the day, the Hunters’ High Weight Steeplechase, was
described as “a thriller”, with the lead switching between Sweitzer and
Miss Turtle several times before the latter surged to the front near the
finish line.

Fire at Terra Nova
The decision to burn an old barn in order to save time and labour almost had disastrous consequences for the tiny community of Terra Nova
one May morning a hundred years ago. Soon after the blaze was lit on the
Milligan ranch a strong west wind sprang up and, with the wind “carrying
glowing embers and sparks quite a distance,” a second barn was soon
ablaze. Then a barn on the adjoining Mellis ranch was destroyed, and it
was only “by the greatest effort the Mellis house was saved.”
On several occasions the flames threatened the Terra Nova Cannery.
Fortunately, a crew of Chinese were engaged in manufacturing cans at the
time, and the day before all the water barrels on the roof had been filled.
Soon the employees were on the roof, “and by their diligent efforts the
cannery was saved though on several occasions it was thought the fire
would be too much for the fighters.” Besides the damage to buildings,
many fruit trees on both the Milligan and Mellis properties were damaged.

Arrest surprises Onlookers
“Move on” shouted Officer O’Hara as he directed traffic at the intersection of Hastings and Richards one May afternoon in 1911. The objects
of his command moved slightly closer to the building along the sidewalk
and continued talking. “You men are obstructing the street. I told you to
move on once already and you had better move,” continued O’Hara. One
gentleman claimed he was not obstructing the street, whereupon O’Hara
replied: “Very well, I am going to arrest you and we will see.” He then
grabbed the man by the wrist and dragged him across the road to the patrol box, where he called for the patrol wagon. A crowd reported at “two
thousand people” immediately formed, craning their necks to see the action. Some found the scene hilarious, others sassed the officer, but several offered to post bail for the gentleman. The opinion of the crowd was
that O’Hara should let the gentleman go but he steadfastly refused until a
sergeant came along and suggested the man be released. Only then did
County Court Judge McInnes walk free.

Mark Your Calendar

1. b) North Vancouver. The trail followed the Seymour watershed and
Lillooet Rd into North Vancouver
2. Four: W.A.C. Bennett, Bill Bennett, Bill Vander Zalm and Rita Johnson.

Quiz Answers
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May 22-Steveston Farmers & Artisans Market. Corner of Third Avenue and Moncton
Street, Steveston Farmers & Artisans Market goes rain or shine 10am-4pm.
May 28-Smashin’ Fashion Show. Fashion show, luncheon and silent auction at Lord
Bing Gym, 3711 Georgia St at No.1 Rd, Steveston from 12:30-2:30pm. Tickets $15. Call
604-277-3331. Proceeds to Steveston Christian Church.
May 28&29-Richmond Wood Carvers Show. 22nd Annual Richmond Carvers Society
Woodcarving Show at the Steveston Community Centre, 4111 Moncton St., Richmond
May 29-SOS Children’s Village Run, Walk & Family Festival. 5-10K run, 1K walk and
family festival. at Richmond’s Olympic Oval Plaza. Registration 8:30 am. Family Festival
10am-2pm. Pre-registration at www.sosbcrun.ca.
May 29-Car Boot Sale. Search for new and used treasures at this unique parking lot
sale. Rain or shine. From 9am-Noon at Steveston Community Centre Parking Lot, 4111
Moncton St, Richmond BC. For more info phone 604-718-8080.
June 4-Steveston Farmers & Artisans Market. Corner of Third Avenue and Moncton
Street, Steveston Farmers & Artisans Market goes rain or shine 10am-4pm.
June 4-7-Summer of Sails. Four tall ships - Hawaiian Chieftain, Lady Washington, Zodiac
& Adventuress- are scheduled to sail into Garry Point on June 4 and 5. The ships will be
open for public viewing on those dates. On Monday, June 6, viewing is reserved for
Richmond schools.
The Cutting Edge-A History of Technology and Richmond—At the Richmond Museum,
7700 Minoru Blvd until June 23, 2011. A story of evolving technologies and their impact
on our everyday lives as consumers.
To advertise a non-profit community event, email details to wayne@villagechronicler.ca.
Events also listed online at http://villagechronicler.ca/events/communityevents.html

