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Photo—The McCleary farm, looking north 

from the Fraser River (Marpole side), showing 

home and farm buildings in 1898.  City of 
Richmond Archives Photograph No. 1978-42 2.  

New West turns on Tap 

Word reached Richmond during the first week in July 1911 that New 
Westminster had turned on the water in their main from Coquitlam.  
Richmond residents were anxiously awaiting this news, as the new Rich-
mond water system was to be supplied through the New Westminster 
system. 

Plans for the Richmond water system had been set in motion nearly 
two years earlier.  By May of 1910 Council had accepted a system design.  
That month tenders were let for a quantity of supplies.  Included were 
about 2½ miles of 12 inch steel water pipe, valves, about ten tons of 
flexible jointed 4 inch cast iron water pipes, and about six tons of special 
castings.  Shortly afterwards tenders were called for the digging of 
ditches.  By the end of the year about 29 miles of pipe had been laid. 

In January a public meeting was held at the request of the Sea Island 
ratepayers association.  Two items discussed were the cost of financing 
the water system and road expenditures, with particular focus of the 
latter on ward five, which comprised the eastern two-thirds of the mu-
nicipality.  In ward five many roads had to be improved in order to haul 
the water pipe , much to the consternation of ratepayers in other wards. 

The distribution system was pretty well finished by the end of March 
with about sixty miles of pipe laid.  However, when New Westminster 
turned on their system Richmond still had to wait as their neighbour 
fixed a leak. 

Shooting highlights Strawberry Festival 

There was a large turnout for the strawberry festival held at the 
McCleary farm at North Arm on Saturday, June 20, 1891.  McCleary’s 
strawberry festival was an annual event at the farm located on the south 
Vancouver slope overlooking Lulu Island.  The guests enjoyed 
“hospitable treatment” and “any quantity of fine strawberries.”  About 
$110 was raised for the Presbyterian Church in North Arm. 

A novel feature of the day’s outing was a “pigeon shooting contest.”  
Targets were supplied by C.E. Tisdall, a major sporting goods dealer in 
Vancouver who would go on to serve in three levels of government.  This 
was just the second recorded occurrence of trapshooting in the Vancou-
ver area, with the first occurring a month earlier at Victoria Day celebra-
tions at Hastings.  Shooting competitions were a hallmark of McCleary’s 
strawberry festivals.  A year earlier a rifle match had been scheduled.  
When the festival itself was cancelled due to inclement weather, the 
shooting match was re-scheduled and held at a later date.  
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Vancouver celebrates Dominion Day 

“Not a ripple stirred the waters” of Burrard Inlet at daybreak of Can-
ada’s 24th anniversary of confederation.  Less than six weeks earlier Van-
couverites had vacated the city for places like Victoria and Nanaimo to 
celebrate Victoria Day in 1891.  Now it was Vancouver’s turn to play 
host, and there was not long to wait.  The Islander, that had departed 
Victoria at 11pm the previous evening, came into the harbour at 5am.  
Four hours later the Yosemite, that had left the capital at 2am, arrived.  
Soon afterwards “special trains from New Westminster, Whatcom and 
the other cities on the line of the Mission-Sumas branch” brought in 
more guests.  Bringing up the rear with the fire brigade and band on 
board was the West Indian from Nanaimo at 11 o’clock. 

The elevated banks and wharves of the harbour were the most popu-
lar spots for sight-seers in the forenoon.  A splendid view confronted 
them.  At the CPR dock was berthed the Empress of Japan, the second of 
the CPR’s Empress ships to arrive in Vancouver.  Alongside were the Is-
lander and Yosemite, while at the City Wharf were the West Indian and 
the Cutch.  Farther east, at Hastings Mill, four sailing ships were berthed, 
and another three could be seen across the inlet at Moodyville.  On the 
water were “the minor portions of a great fleet,” including “Indian ca-
noes and ordinary row boats, yawls, skiffs, shells and sail boats, yachts 
and steam launches, and ships of every kind and description.”  About 10 
o’clock a light breeze sprung up, “just sufficiently strong to enable the 
first class yachts to get under way.”  Yacht races took up the morning; 
afternoon was devoted to rowing races. 

About the only hitch during the day was caused by the late arrival of 
the West Indian.  The firemen events had been scheduled to begin at 
9am, but it was after noon before the crowd could be cleared on Water 
Street and the competition got underway.  As in Nanaimo on Victoria 
Day, two events – the speed race and the wet test – were held, and 
again Vancouver was victorious in both.  The crowds then flocked to the 
City Wharf to take passage to Brockton Point for the athletic sports 
events.  The program included a full slate of track and cycling events.  
Leading the way in the bicycle races was Laurenson, who had gone unde-
feated at Victoria on the Queen’s Birthday.  Again he was unbeatable.  
Other activities throughout the day included lacrosse games and a base-
ball game, shooting competitions at Moodyville, and the performance of 
two plays at the Vancouver Opera House. 

Throughout the day Mayor Oppenheimer and the Reception Commit-
tee entertained guests at a large tent set up at Brockton Point.  In the 
evening the mayor hosted a reception “in the parlors of the Vancouver 
Hotel,” and “it was long into the morning before the dancing was at an 
end.”  It was estimated 4,500 visitors came to the city that day, and had 
been held “in such a manner as to reflect credit upon Vancouver.” 

Mark Your Calendar 

June 26-Bullhead Derby.  Hosted by Golden Rods & Reels Society at Garry Point Park, 
Seventh Ave and Chatham St.  Registration begins 9am.  Derby runs from 10am-noon.  
Two categories: kids 12 & under and seniors. 
June 30-Richmond Peace Event.  Guest speaker, Charan Anand, will speak about 
Prem Rawat’s message of inner peace & the worldwide humanitarian work of 
TPRF.org (The Prem Rawat Foundation). Also featuring Canadian singer/songwriter 
Dennis Lakusta.  7-8:30pm in the Ralph Fisher Auditorium, Richmond Hospital, 7000 
Westminster Hwy, Richmond.  FREE!!! 
July 1-Steveston Salmon Festival.  Canada’s biggest little birthday party since 1945.  
Pancake breakfast at 6:30am, kids bike parade at 9:30, parade at 10am.  Salmon bar-
beque and activities for all ages and interests.  For complete info stevestonsalmon-
fest.ca. 
July 1-Music at the Cannery—Little Mountain Brass Band.  A British style ensemble 
comprising 32 members.  Begins at 6:30pm at Gulf of Georgia National Historic Site, 
Steveston.  Admission by donation. 
July 3-Steveston Farmers & Artisans Market.  Corner of Third Avenue and Moncton 
Street, Steveston Farmers and Artisans Market goes rain or shine 10am-4pm 
July 8-Music at the Cannery—Joe Charron.  Joe writes songs about everyday people.  
Begins at 6:30pm at Gulf of Georgia National Historic Site, Steveston.  Admission by 
donation. 
July 9-Fish for the Future.  From 10am-3pm at No. 2 Rd Pier, London’s Landing, Ste-
veston.  More info at www.fishingwithrod.com/fftf. 
July 9-10-Lavender Tea.  From noon-5pm at London Heritage Farm, 6511 Dyke Rd at 
Gilbert Rd, Richmond.  Phone 604-271-5220. 
July 10-Fraser River Art Festival.  From 10am-5pm at London Heritage Farm, 6511 
Dyke Rd at Gilbert Rd, Richmond.  Phone 604-271-5220. 
To advertise a non-profit community event, email details to wayne@villagechronicler. 

ca.  Events also listed online at http://villagechronicler.ca/events/communityevents 


